Classics Summaries
CL1U Dracula by Bram Stoker
Sometime in the late nineteenth century, Jonathan Harker, a young English lawyer,
is travelling to the Castle Dracula, which is located in Transylvania, in order to
finalize a transfer of real estate in England to Count Dracula. Harker becomes
extremely nervous when all of the local peasants react in fear after they hear of his
destination; nevertheless, he continues on to the castle until he meets an emissary
of the Count in the Borgo Pass. The mysterious coach driver continues on to the
castle, arriving in pitch darkness, to the accompaniment of howling wolves.
Harker soon finds himself imprisoned within the castle and assailed by three
seductive female vampires, whom he can barely stave off. Harker also discovers the
Count's secret — that is, the Count survives by drinking the blood of human beings
— and, now, he is intent on killing Harker.
CL2AAcross the river and into the trees by Ernest Hemingway
In the fall of 1948, Ernest Hemingway made his first extended visit to Italy in thirty
years. His reacquaintance with Venice, a city he loved, provided the inspiration for
Across the River and into the Trees, the story of Richard Cantwell, a war-ravaged
American colonel stationed in Italy at the close of the Second World War, and his
love for a young Italian countess. A poignant, bittersweet homage to love that
overpowers reason, to the resilience of the human spirit, and to the worldweary
beauty and majesty of Venice, Across the River and into the Trees stands as
Hemingway's statement of defiance in response to the great dehumanizing atrocities
of the Second World War. Hemingway's last full-length novel published in his
lifetime, it moved John O'Hara in The New York Times Book Review to call him "the
most important author since Shakespeare."
CL3U The remains of the day by Kazuo Ishiguro
In the summer of 1956, Stevens, a long-serving butler at Darlington Hall, decides to
take a motoring trip through the West Country. The six-day excursion becomes a
journey into the past of Stevens and England, a past that takes in fascism, two world
wars, and an unrealised love between the butler and his housekeeper.
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